1:8 


[A] The release of vows hovers in the air, for it has nothing [in the Torah] 


upon which to depend. 


[B] The laws of the Sabbath, festal-offerings, and sacrilege — lo, they are 


like mountains hanging by a hair, 


[C] for they have little Scripture for many laws. 


[D] Laws concerning civil litigations, the sacrificial cult, things to be kept 


cultically clean, sources of cultic uncleanness, and prohibited 
consanguineous marriages have much on which to depend. 


[E] And both these and those [equally] are the essentials of the Torah. 


[1:1 A] 


[B] 


[1:2 A] 


[B] 


[C] 


[D] 


[E] 


[With reference to M. 1:8A,] it has been taught: R. Eliezer says, “[The 
release of vows] does have that upon which to depend, ‘I have sworn 
an oath and will fulfill it [to observe thy righteous ordinances]’ (Ps. 
119:106). [That indicates that] there are occasions on which [an oath] 
is not fulfilled.” 


R. Joshua says, “[The release of vows] does have that upon which to 
depend: ‘Therefore I swore in my anger [that they should not enter my 
rest]’ (Ps. 95:11). I swore in my anger, but I retract.” 


There we have learned: Four [kinds of] vow have sages allowed [to 
be released] [M. Ned. 3:1A]. 


Now is it not the case that sages are the ones to allow [the release of] 
all sorts of vows? 


It is written, “Moses said to the heads of the tribes of the people of 
Israel[, “This is what the Lord has commanded’ |” (Num. 30:1). 


The entire passage [dealing with vows] is addressed to the heads of the 
tribes, [indicating that] they are the ones who are allowed [to release 
vows]. 


R. Judah in the name of Samuel: “It is written, ‘[When a man vows a 
vow of the Lord, or swears an oath to bind himself by a pledge,] he 
shall not break his word; [he shall do according to all that proceeds out 
of his mouth]’ (Num. 30:2). He shall not break his word, [but] another 
may break his word by making it no longer consecrated, and who is 
this? It is a sage who releases his vow for him.” 


[F] R. Zeira, R. Judah, Jeremiah bar Abba in the name of Samuel: 
“Three who are expert in finding proper grounds for the release of 
vows may do so just as does an elder.” 


